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February 11-21, 2020

Discover a sampling of 
Ecuador's 1,600-plus bird 
species over the breadth of 
the Ecuadorian Amazon 
with Julie Zickefoose and 
Mario Cordoba!  

Author of "Baby Birds: An 
Artist Looks Into the Nest," 
"The Bluebird Effect," and 
"Letters from Eden," Julie 
barely contains searing 
curiosity, formidable artistic 
and interpretational skills, and a rollicking sense of fun in 
one dynamic package. 

Paired with Mario Cordoba, a deeply experienced 
professional guide, a logistical wizard; able to seek out 
and scope a bird in the wink of an eye, and tireless in his 
research and corroboration of bird ID's, this will be the trip 
of a lifetime through one of the most biodiverse countries on 
earth.

•	 Go birding with Julie Zickefoose, with emphasis on 
behavioral and natural history interpretation. Maximize 
photography and observational opportunities while 
learning field craft in approaching wildlife.

•	 Enjoy the incredible altitudinal diversity of Ecuador's 
bird life in a variety of forest environments including 
lowland, cloud forest, humid temperate and subtropical 
rainforest. 

•	 Seek out some of Ecuador’s approximately 
130 hummingbird species, including the Giant 
Hummingbird, Black-tailed Trainbearer, Sword-billed 
Hummingbird, Tourmaline Sunangel, and Glowing 
Puffleg.

•	 Discover some of the Amazon's most famous 
inhabitants: titi monkey, three-toed sloth, Amazon 
giant otter, and even piranha, on hikes and canoe rides 
through the forest.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
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Group leaders Julie and Mario
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ideal base to observe Andean birds from the lower reaches of 
the temperate zone down into the heart of the subtropical zone. 
Observe the Black-billed Peppershrike, Subtropical Cacique, and 
Russet-backed Oropendola. Drive towards Las Caucheras, an 
area near the Cosanga River where we may see the Black-billed 
Mountain-toucan, the Sulfur-bellied Tyrannulet, White-tailed 
Tyrannulet, and other species. Overnight at Overnight at San 
Isidro Lodge and Reserve. (BLD)

FEBRUARY 15 - WILDSUMACO 
The Andes' Eastern Foothills is one of the finest and most 
threatened areas for bird watching in Ecuador. About 500 
bird species have been seen within the Wildsumaco Wildlife 
Sanctuary and neighboring areas. This area stretches from Loreto 
Road (where the main highway crosses Rio Pucuno, elevation 
3,800 ft) up to the border of Gran Sumaco National Park 
(5,200 ft). The road passing through the reserve offers great road 
birding, and this is one of many areas from which to see flocks. 
Possibilities here include Blue-browed Tanager, Yellow-breasted 
Antwren, and Coppery-chested Jacamar. Many colorful species 
of tanager may be accompanied by Ecuadorian Tyrannulet, 
the recently described Foothill Elaenia, and sometimes Scarlet-
breasted Fruiteater makes an appearance. We'll also see North 
American migrants and over 30 species of hummingbird. At 
night Band-bellied Owl, Rufescent Screech-Owl and Foothill 
Screech-Owl often call from nearby. Overnight at Wildsumaco. 
(BLD)

FEBRUARY 16 - WILDSUMACO 
Early breakfast, followed by birding on the trails. From 
Wildsumaco's trails, you may see Gray-tailed Piha, Blue-rumped 
Manakin, and Chestnut-crowned Gnateater. The very rare 
Yellow-throated Spadebill has territories along several of the 
trails, and at any time the endangered Military Macaw or rare 
Spot-winged Parrotlet might fly by, or Black Hawk-Eagle soar 
overhead. Lunch at the lodge. This afternoon enjoy viewing 
an Antpitta feeding session then continue birding around the 
grounds before dinner. This evening seek out nocturnal creatures 
with your guide. Overnight at Wildsumaco. (BLD)

FEBRUARY 17 - COCA 
After breakfast, depart early this morning for Coca. Head to 
Francisco de Orellana port where you will board a canoe for 
the two hour ride down the Napo River, a short rainforest hike, 
and a crossing of Lake Pilchicocha to Sacha Lodge (2.5 hour 
journey). Of the incredible 1,600 bird species registered in 
Ecuador, 600 (37 percent) have been seen at Sacha Lodge. That's 
almost 7 percent of the species found in the entire world! Enjoy 
observing birds at the mini tower and the butterfly house before 
dinner at the lodge. After dinner, accompany your naturalist 
guide on a night walk through the rainforest to view some of the 
hundreds of different species of mammals that can only be found 
at night. Overnight at Sacha Lodge.(BLD)

FEBRUARY 18 - COCA 
Begin the day on the Liana Chica Trail arriving at the canopy 
walk, for spectacular views of the rainforest and the many 
different species of birds. Designed to be a self-standing rigid 
suspension, the canopy walk  is one of only a few in the world! 
Located within Sacha´s private reserve, two miles from the

FEBRUARY 11 - QUITO
Arrive in Ecuador and Meet & Greet at the airport. Transfer to 
your hotel. Check-in is available at 2 pm. Overnight at Rincón de 
Puembo.

FEBRUARY 12 - PAPALLACTA 
Have breakfast and program orientation at the hotel. Depart 
from Quito early in the morning to Papallacta. Take a scenic 
drive, descending the highland páramo ecosystem into the 
entrance of the Amazon cloud forest. Arrive to Papallacta, a 
peaceful and quiet town famous for the restorative effects of its 
hot springs. Bird along the Papallacta pass to find species like the 
Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe, Andean Gulls, Yellow-billed Pintail, 
Bar-winged Cinclodes, Variable Hawks among others. Enjoy an 
afternoon relaxing at the thermal pools. Also available at your 
own expense are many spa treatments. Overnight at Termas de 
Papallacta Hotel and Spa. (BLD)

FEBRUARY 13 - SAN ISIDRO 
This morning, visit Guango Reserve. This private reserve lies at 
a higher elevation (about 8,800 ft.) on Ecuador's eastern slope, 
only 7 miles down the main Interoceanica Highway from the 
town of Papallacta. This area is centered in a zone classified as 
humid temperate forest. It is a paradise for hummingbird lovers 
and photographers. The Sword-billed Hummingbird with its 
unique, long bill is sure to amaze you. Other birds of particular 
interest seen regularly at Guango include the Andean Guan, 
Gray-breasted Mountain-toucan, Turquoise Jay, Buff-breasted 
and Hooded Mountain-Tanagers, Gray-hooded Bush-Tanager, 
Black-headed, Black-capped and Black-eared Hemispingus, and 
Slaty Brush-finch. Continue to San Isidro Lodge and Reserve.  
Overnight at San Isidro Lodge and Reserve. (BLD)

FEBRUARY 14 - SAN ISIDRO 
The immediate surroundings around San Isidro Reserve now 
boast a bird list of about 310 species, many of which are more 
easily found here than anywhere else in the country. (This is the 
only place where the San Isidro Owl can be seen.) The San Isidro 
Lodge is situated at about 2,050 meters above sea level, but 
the trails lead through gradients in elevation that pass through 
habitats from 7,900 ft all the way down to 6,000 ft. It is an 
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shores of the Rio Napo and one mile from the lodge, the bird 
walk gives you the opportunity to get an up-close and personal 
view of the rainforest canopy. After the canopy take the Liana 
Grande Trail through terra firma and igapo forest habitats where 
your guides will explain many different species of medicinal 
plants that have been used in their culture for hundreds of years. 
Liana Grande will turn into the Higueron Trail, which will take 
you through pristine primary forest with huge Kapok and Fig 
trees towering hundreds of feet above. After lunch, choose to 
take a leisurely hike along the Rio Napo, or the more challenging 
hike on the Leoncillo Trail to try to spot the elusive dusky titi 
monkey. Either way the trails will lead you back to the main 
boardwalk for your final hike and canoe ride back to the lodge. 
Overnight at Sacha Lodge.(BLD)

FEBRUARY 19 - COCA
Depart from the lodge after breakfast, and begin your hike on 
Lagartococha Trail. This trail offers the chance to learn more 
about the indigenous people and their relationship with the 
forest. Learn about the trees where residents believe the spirits 
of their ancestors live, and the mysterious "dwende" or devil-
man of the forest. After arriving at Lake Lagartococha, take a 
tranquil canoe ride through a natural swamp, which is home to 
anacondas, caimans, and capybaras. After the canoe ride, a walk 
on the other side of Largatococha may give you the opportunity 
to spot capuchin or squirrel monkeys playfully jumping 
through the trees. Return from the walk and head back to the 
lodge for a refreshing dip in the lake, or a nice relaxing nap in 
your personal hammock on your private balcony. After lunch, 
your local guide will teach you how to fish for the infamous 
razor-toothed piranha. In the afternoon begin a silent canoe 
ride through the flooded Amazonian forest; try to spot the shy 
and elusive river otter as well as the incredibly well camouflaged 
three-toed sloth. After your ride through the flooded forest, 
arrive at Sacha´s 135-foot wooden tower built around an 
ancient Kapok tree. 

LONG-TAILED SLYPH BY MARIO CORDOBA

View vibrantly colored birds through powerful scopes, and 
watch the sunset with an amazing view of Mount Sumaco, a 
volcano. Possibly, you'll get a view of the snow-covered caps 
of the Andes! A canoe ride back through the flooded forest at 
night provides for a different sensory experience; listen to the 
symphony of frogs and insects, nocturnal birds making their 
eerie nighttime calls, see the glowing eyes of the caimans, and 
watch for the several species of bats flying over your heads. 
Arrive back at Lake Pilchicocha to the welcoming lights of 
Sacha lodge. Overnight at Sacha Lodge.(BLD)

FEBRUARY 20 - QUITO
Depart from the lodge early in the morning after breakfast. Take 
the canoe (2 hours approx.) to Puerto Francisco de Orellana 
where you will board a plane back to Quito (30 min flight). 
Once in Quito, transfer to your hotel in the Puembo area. 
Farewell dinner at the hotel. Overnight at Rincón de Puembo. 
(BLD)

FEBRUARY 21 - FAREWELL!
Transfer to the airport for your flight back home or to your next 
destination. Hotel check-out by noon. (B)
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CLOUD FOREST NEAR MINDO LOMA BY AYACOP

INCA JAY BY JULIE ZICKEFOOSE

PLATE-BILLED MOUNTAIN-TOUCAN BY JULIE ZICKEFOOSE

Holbrook Travel purchases Travel Protection on behalf of all 
participants traveling in 2018 or beyond. These plans help 
provide coverage once the trip has departed and offer benefits for 
Baggage/Personal Effects, Accident & Sickness Medical Expenses, 
Emergency Evacuation and more. Refer to the Plan Document 
for more details.

Optional additional coverage is available in the form of the 
Group Deluxe Plan, which offers benefits for Trip Cancellation/
Interruption, in addition to many other insurance benefits and 
non-insurance assistance services. If interested in this optional 
plan, we can provide you with rates and plan details.

TRAVEL PROTECTION

PROGRAM PRICING

THE FINE PRINT

Cost is based on double occupancy; single occupancy available 
at an additional cost. A $200 per person deposit and 
enrollment form are required as soon as possible to reserve your 
space. This deposit is refundable, minus a $100 cancellation 
fee, until November 8, 2019, at which time non-refundable 
final payment is due. 

This program includes optional carbon offsetting with Cli-
mateSafe. Learn more at holbrooktravel.com/climatesafe 

PURPLE-THROATED WOODSTAR BY JULIE ZICKEFOOSE

$4,695 (10 participants in double rooms)
Cost includes meals, accommodations, in-country 
transportation, activities as mentioned in itinerary, and carbon 
offset. 

Cost does not include gratuities, items of a personal nature or 
international airfare. If desired, Holbrook can assist you with 
your flight arrangements.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ENROLL
Contact Jen Hajj at jenhajj@holbrooktravel.com  
Visit holbrook.travel/zickefoose-ec20


